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I was mentioning the issues of dis-
parity across our country for those who
don’t have access to broadband. The
Makah Tribe, located on the northwest
point of the Olympic Peninsula, 90 per-
cent of those households don’t have
broadband.

I know Ms. Rosenworcel committed
to both Senator WICKER and myself she
would work with us on the issue of
broadband mapping. I know in one
county in Mississippi, the home of my
colleague, that it is estimated the FCC
broadband mapping overestimates
internet coverage by a whopping 80 per-
cent. This is unacceptable. We need ac-
curate mapping, and we need the
broadband funding to move forward.

I know the Biden administration un-
derstands the importance of afford-
ability of broadband. I know they want
to deploy broadband and make it more
affordable, and we want to work with
them to make that happen.

Chairwoman Rosenworcel also looked
at the issue of healthcare and the fact
that the internet is now access to doc-
tors, to medical information, to moni-
toring patients, to delivering
healthcare, and keeping the lights on.
This is also why I think her nomina-
tion is so important.

She took time to firsthand visit tele-
health in Washington—the State of
Washington—and Seattle and saw how
we were pushing forward. Yet the FCC
is going to do more in this particular
area.

Her leadership, I believe, will help
ensure that our spectrum policies con-
tinue to spur innovation and economic
prosperity. I know that she will be able
to look forward to these developing
technologies and how best to include
innovation, including the next 5G wire-
less technology communications.

All of this, I believe, means that we
in the United States have a desire to
keep pushing the envelope and to have
an FCC that understands how to re-
solve these problems.

I ask my colleague to support her
nomination and to move forward on
these important policies so we all can
work on them together.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Massachusetts.

Mr. MARKEY. Madam President, I,
as well as Senator CANTWELL, rise in
support of Jessica Rosenworcel, Presi-
dent Joe Biden’s nominee to serve as
the Chair of the Federal Communica-
tions Commission.

In her time on the Commission, Chair
Rosenworcel has been a tireless advo-
cate for consumers in today’s fast-
changing media and digital landscape.

She stands up for consumers. She
stands up for competition. She stands
up for children. That is what the job of
Chair of the Federal Communications
Commission is all about, is standing up
for all of those core principles that our
country believes in.

She has made it very clear that she
does believe that title II of the Com-
munications Act is something that can
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be and must be used in order to ensure
that we give full protections to
broadband users in our country.

Now, more than ever, we need strong
leadership at the Federal Communica-
tions Commission, as Senator CANT-
WELL was just speaking.

We have 12 to 17 million children in
the United States who did not have the
internet during the first year of the
COVID crisis, and we were able to build
in huge funding that has reduced dra-
matically the number of children who
do not have the internet at home, but
more work must be done.

The best way to do it is to add even
more money into the Build Back Bet-
ter bill. If we do that, we will see that
we are dealing with the fact that espe-
cially Black and Brown and immigrant
children in our country have access to
the tools which they are going to need
to be able to get an education.

The coronavirus is coming back. It is
taking a U-turn, and its implications
for the education of poor children in
our country is dramatic. That is why
Chair Rosenworcel is the right person
at the right time in order to serve as
the Chair of the Federal Communica-
tions Commission.

We have to ensure the competition is
at the heart of our policy. That is
Chair Rosenworcel. We have to make
sure the consumers benefit from these
innovations in technology. That is her
agenda. And we have to make sure that
children—every child in our country—
gets access to the technologies that are
going to be necessary for every one of
them to maximize their God-given
abilities. That is what Chair
Rosenworcel is all about.

I recommend with the strongest pos-
sible voice that I have to have a very
strong vote on the floor of the Senate
to confirm her for the Federal Commu-
nications Commission.

I yield the floor.

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 567, Jessica
Rosenworcel, of Connecticut, to be a Member
of the Federal Communications Commission
for a term of five years from July 1, 2020.
(Reappointment)

Charles E. Schumer, Richard
Blumenthal, Richard J. Durbin, Angus
S. King, Jr., Chris Van Hollen, Eliza-
beth Warren, Debbie Stabenow, Gary C.
Peters, Tammy Baldwin, Maria Cant-
well, Mark R. Warner, Benjamin L.
Cardin, Tammy Duckworth, Tina
Smith, Margaret Wood Hassan, Tim
Kaine, Patty Murray.

VOTE ON ROSENWORCEL NOMINATION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
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of Jessica Rosenworcel, of Connecticut,
to be a Member of the Federal Commu-
nications Commission for a term of
five years from July 1, 2020. (Re-
appointment), shall be brought to a
close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from Oregon (Mr. MERKLEY),
the Senator from Oregon (Mr. WYDEN)
and the Senator from Arizona (Ms.
SINEMA) are necessarily absent.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from Tennessee (Mrs. BLACKBURN), the
Senator from Louisiana (Mr. CASSIDY),
the Senator from Tennessee (Mr.
HAGERTY), the Senator from Nebraska
(Mr. SASSE), the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. TOOMEY), and the Senator
from Alabama (Mr. TUBERVILLE).

Further, if present and voting, the
Senator from Tennessee (Mrs. BLACK-
BURN) would have voted ‘‘yea.”

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 64,
nays 27, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 478 Ex.]

YEAS—64

Baldwin Graham Peters
Bennet Grassley Portman
Blumenthal Hassan Reed
Blunt Heinrich Romney
Booker Hickenlooper Rosen
Brown Hirono Sanders
]CSur 1; I %{nl%ofe Schatz

antwe aine Schumer
Caplt.“ K?Hy Shaheen
Cardin King .

Smith
Carper Klobuchar
Casey Leahy Stabf:now
Collins Lujan Sullivan
Coons Manchin Tester
Cornyn Markey Van Hollen
Cortez Masto Menendez Warner
Duckworth Moran Warnock
Durbin Murkowski Warren
Ernst Murphy Whitehouse
Feinstein Murray Wicker
Fischer Ossoff Young
Gillibrand Padilla
NAYS—27
Barrasso Hoeven Paul
Boozman Hyde-Smith Risch
Braun Johnson Rounds
Cotton Kennedy Rubio
Cramer Lankford Scott (FL)
Crapo Lee Scott (SC)
Cruz Lummis Shelby
Daines Marshall Thune
Hawley McConnell Tillis
NOT VOTING—9
Blackburn Merkley Toomey
Cassidy Sasse Tuberville
Hagerty Sinema Wyden
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.

HEINRICH). On this vote, the yeas are
64, the nays are 27.
The motion is agreed to.
The Senator from Ohio.
BUILD BACK BETTER ACT

Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. President, I am
here on the Senate floor again this
evening to talk about the so-called
Build Back Better legislation.

This is legislation that Democrats
are trying to push through the process
here on a purely partisan basis under
what is called the reconciliation proc-
ess.

I believe this massive tax-and-spend
bill is irresponsible at a time when we



		Superintendent of Documents
	2021-12-07T04:52:14-0500
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




